
Arkansas Choral Connections 

Summer In-service Opportunity  

Where: University of Central Arkansas – Snow Fine Arts Building 

When:  July 13th – 18th  

Cost:  IT’S FREE – Up to 20 hrs available 

Housing:  $125.00 - 5 nights room and board/ 3 meals per day (UCA) 

Registration:  SFA Room 126 – July 13th – 3:00pm-6:00pm 

    Arkansas Choral Connections is in its 18th season of operating a summer choir camp at the 
University of Central Arkansas in Conway.  400 students attend this camp each year and this 
year we are adding a new component to our camp.  You will be able to come and observe 
teaching techniques and procedures from some of our states finest teachers.   You will have the 
opportunity to observe mixed ensembles, show choirs, male and female chorus, a 215 voice 
high school mass choir, and warm-up techniques.    At the end of each rehearsal will be a short 
question and answer period where you can ask questions about the rehearsal.  If you are 
interested in sending students to this camp, please visit @ www.accchoircamp.org  

Please complete and postmark by July 1, 2009 

Mail to:   300 Jones Rd, Fayetteville, AR  72704 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Pre-registration –  

Please mail to 300 Jones Rd, Springdale, AR  72762 by July 1st, 2009 

Name _______________________________________________ 

School_______________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________ 

 _____________________________________ 

 _____________________________________ 

Email ___________________________________________ 

 

________ Please reserve lodging /meals  

http://www.accchoircamp.org/


The Teachers 

CHOIR Teaching Teaching  

7/8 Mass Chris Michaels  Curtis Minor  

9th grade mass Michael Crouch Leanne Girshner  

Sr. Mass Gaye McClure Terry Hicks  

Jr. Men Ken Griggs Keith Reeves  

Sr. Men Randy Erwin Edmond Hampton  

Jr. Women Matt Whitworth Nick Wammack  

Sr. Women Andrea Ramsey Rebecca Pitts  

Jr. Show Christy Fudge JR Bergenstock  

Sr. Show Holly Ruth Gale Robert Fitzgerald  

Sr. Women's Ensemble Dawnelle Fincher Mat Foy  

Jr. Women's Ensemble Alan Showalter Sam Huskey  

Sr. Mixed John Erwin   

 

Monday July 13, 2009  

6:00 pm– 7:00pm (1 hr Credit) JH/MS Session 

 VOICING ADOLECENT MALE SINGER- One hour of actual voicing of 7-9th grade students.  We will 

discuss different voice types and classifications.  A must for the JH teacher. 

7:00 pm– 9:00 - (2 hr Credit)   MS SESSION/ JH SESSION / HS SESSION 

 FIRST IMPRESSIONS - How to begin at the beginning.  A real look at the first time a director steps foot 

into a rehearsal.  Focus on warm-ups, ice breakers, tone development, basic technique, posture, breath.  

Observe first hand teaching techniques and then round table with the director for 15min question and 

answer. 

Tuesday July 14, 2009  

8:30am – 9:00am (1/2 hr Credit)   MS SESSION/ JH SESSION / HS SESSION 

WARM UPS - Observing the process of the choral warm-up, followed by a breakdown, hand-out and 

Question and answer period 

9:00am-10:00am - (1 hr Credit)    MALE CHORUS/ FEMALE CHOURS SESSIONS 

INTRODUCING A NEW PIECE – Teachers will have the choice of watching 4 different rehearsals.  HS 

Men or Women and JH Men or Women.  See how a director introduces a piece of music.  15 min 

question and answer to follow. 

 



10:00am-11:30am - (1 1/2 hr Credit)    MS/JH/HS SESSIONS 

INTRODUCING A NEW PIECE – Teachers will have the choice of watching 3 different rehearsals.  

10-12 Mixed, 9th grade Mixed, or 7-8 Mixed Men or Women and JH Men or Women.  See how a 

director introduces a piece of music.  15 min question and answer to follow. 

12:30pm-2:000pm - (1 1/2 hr Credit)    MS/JH/HS SESSIONS 

INTRODUCING A NEW PIECE – Teachers will have the choice of watching 5 different rehearsals.  7-

9 Show choir, 10-12 show choir, 10-12 Select Mixed Ensemble, 10-12 Senior Girls Ensemble, 1-9 JH 

Girls Ensemble.  See how a director introduces a piece of music.  15 min question and answer to 

follow. 

Wednesday July 15, 2009  

8:30am – 9:00am (1/2 hr Credit)   MS SESSION/ JH SESSION / HS SESSION 

WARM UPS - Observing the process of the choral warm-up, followed by a breakdown, hand-out and 

Question and answer period 

9:00am-10:00am - (1 hr Credit)    MALE CHORUS/ FEMALE CHOURS SESSIONS 

REHEARSAL TECHNIQUES – Teachers will have the choice of watching 4 different rehearsals.  HS 

Men or Women and JH Men or Women.  Observe teaching techniques real time as directors work 

with students.  15min round table discussion to follow. 

10:00am-11:30am - (1 1/2 hr Credit)    MS/JH/HS SESSIONS 

REHEARSAL TECHNIQUES – Teachers will have the choice of watching 4 different rehearsals.  HS 

Men or Women and JH Men or Women.  Observe teaching techniques real time as directors work 

with students.  15min round table discussion to follow. 

12:30pm-2:00pm - (1 1/2 hr Credit)    MS/JH/HS SESSIONS 

REHEARSAL TECHNIQUES – Teachers will have the choice of watching 5 different rehearsals.  7-9 

Show choir, 10-12 show choir, 10-12 Select Mixed Ensemble, 10-12 Senior Girls Ensemble, 1-9 JH 

Girls Ensemble.  Observe teaching techniques real time as directors work with students.  15min 

round table discussion to follow. 

Thursday July 16, 2009  

8:30am – 9:00am (1/2 hr Credit)   MS SESSION/ JH SESSION / HS SESSION 

WARM UPS - Observing the process of the choral warm-up, followed by a breakdown, hand-out and 

Question and answer period 

 



 

9:00am-10:00am - (1 hr Credit)    MALE CHORUS/ FEMALE CHOURS SESSIONS 

REHEARSAL TECHNIQUES – Teachers will have the choice of watching 4 different rehearsals.  HS 

Men or Women and JH Men or Women.  Observe teaching techniques real time as directors work 

with students.  15min round table discussion to follow. 

10:00am-11:30am - (1 1/2 hr Credit)    MS/JH/HS SESSIONS 

REHEARSAL TECHNIQUES – Teachers will have the choice of watching 4 different rehearsals.  HS 

Men or Women and JH Men or Women.  Observe teaching techniques real time as directors work 

with students.  15min round table discussion to follow. 

12:30pm-2:00pm - (1 1/2 hr Credit)    MS/JH/HS SESSIONS 

REHEARSAL TECHNIQUES – Teachers will have the choice of watching 5 different rehearsals.  7-9 

Show choir, 10-12 show choir, 10-12 Select Mixed Ensemble, 10-12 Senior Girls Ensemble, 1-9 JH 

Girls Ensemble.  Observe teaching techniques real time as directors work with students.  15min 

round table discussion to follow. 

Friday July 17, 2009 

8:30am – 9:00am (1/2 hr Credit)   MS SESSION/ JH SESSION / HS SESSION 

WARM UPS - Observing the process of the choral warm-up, followed by a breakdown, hand-out and 

Question and answer period 

9:00am-10:00am - (1 hr Credit)    MALE CHORUS/ FEMALE CHOURS SESSIONS 

PERFORMANCE PRACTICE – Teachers will have the choice of watching 4 different rehearsals.  HS 

Men or Women and JH Men or Women.  See how a director closes his/her final rehearsal.    15min 

round table discussion to follow. 

10:00am-11:30am - (1 1/2 hr Credit)    MS/JH/HS SESSIONS 

PERFORMANCE PRACTICE – Teachers will have the choice of watching 4 different rehearsals.  HS 

Men or Women and JH Men or Women.  See how a director closes his/her final rehearsal.    15min 

round table discussion to follow. 

12:30pm-2:00pm - (1 1/2 hr Credit)    MS/JH/HS SESSIONS 

PERFORMANCE PRACTICE – Teachers will have the choice of watching 5 different rehearsals.  7-9 

Show choir, 10-12 show choir, 10-12 Select Mixed Ensemble, 10-12 Senior Girls Ensemble, 1-9 JH 

Girls Ensemble.  See how a director closes his/her final rehearsal.    15min round table discussion to 

follow. 

 



 

3:00pm – 4:00pm   (1 hr Credit)     JH/HS Session 

SHOW CHOIR PERFORMANCE- See the final product from the 4 rehearsals.  I think you will be 

amazed at how far these students will be able to go in just 4 rehearsals 

Saturday July 18, 2009  

3:00pm – 4:30pm   JH/HS Session 

FINAL CONCERT PERFORMANCE- (1 1/2hr Credit)     – See the final product from rehearsals that you 

have seen all week.  Observe how directors ask their students to carry themselves during a 

performance from how students are brought to stage and how they get to windows on the risers.  

Observe conducting techniques.   

Facilitator Biography’s 

Alan Showalter is in his seventh year of teaching choral music and his fourth year of teaching in 

the Springdale School District.  He spent his first three years teaching choral music at Pulaski 

Academy in Little Rock and the past four years at Southwest Junior High School in 

Springdale.   He has served as an adjudicator for the Southwest regional CPA and as a guest 

clinician for both the Northwest and West Central All Region Choral Clinic.   Karen.  

Andrea Ramsey holds a B.A. in Music Education from Arkansas Tech University and has 

completed Level Three certification of the Doreen Rao Choral Music Experience Institute. She is 

currently a graduate teaching assistant at the University of Kansas where she is pursuing her 

M.M. in Choral Conducting and directs the KU Men's Glee Club.  She is also employed as an 

assistant director for the Allegro Community Children's Choir in Kansas City.  A published and 

frequently commissioned composer of choral music, Andrea has multiple works in print with 

companies such as Boosey & Hawkes, Hal Leonard, Colla Voce, Alliance Music, Santa Barbara, 

Fred Bock Music, and BriLee music.  

Chris Michaels has been the choir director at McNair and Holt Middle Schools in Fayetteville 

for five years.  He graduated with his bachelor's degree in Music Education from the University 

of Arkansas in 2003, and still makes time to root for the Razorbacks at home football  

games.  He has been the praise band director at First Christian Church for seven years, and this 

will is his second year at ACC Choir Camp. 

Gaye McClure is in her 20th year of teaching, and in her second year as choral director at 

Southside High School in Fort Smith.  Gaye holds a bachelors degree in Music Education from 

the University of Central Arkansas, and a Masters in School Counseling from Arkansas Tech 

University.  She served as the West Central Region Chair for 6 years, and has served in various 



capacities within ArkCDA and Arkansas ACDA.  Gaye is a resident of Fort Smith, where she is 

also the Chancel Choir director at First United Methodist Church of Fort Smith 

Ken Griggs is in his sixth year as a choral director for the Bentonville Public School System. 

Ken directs the ninth grade level choirs and assists in the A Cappella choir under the direction of 

Terry Hicks. His professional memberships and affiliations include ACDA, Phi Mu Alpha, and is 

a member of U of A Master Chorale. Ken and his wife Jenny live in Springdale with their 

daughter Emma. 

J. R. Bergenstock has been teaching in Fort Smith, Arkansas for seven years.  He is currently 

the choir director at Darby Junior High in Fort Smith and is in his fourth year in this program. 

Previously JR taught elementary music for three years in the Fort Smith school district.  

LeAnn Girshner just finished her fourth year teaching choir at Woodland JH in Fayetteville, 

AR.  She has her B.S. in Education in Music and her course work for her  

Masters in Music in Choral Conducting from Missouri State University.  She is also in her fifth 

year as the Director of Music at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Rogers.  This  

will be her third ACC Choir Camp. 

Michael Crouch has 23 years experience as a Choral Music Educator in Arkansas and is 

presently in his sixth year as the Director of Choral Music at Harrison High School.  Mr. Crouch 

is a 1985 graduate of the University of Central Arkansas in Conway, where he received his 

Bachelorôs of Music Education Degree.  Mr. Crouch is an active member of the Arkansas Choral 

Directorôs Association and the American Choral Directorôs Association.  He served as the 

Secretary/Treasurer of Arkansas-ACDA from 1992-1994, served as Junior High Section Chair of 

ArkCDA from 1999-2003, and is presently serving as Past President of Arkansas-ACDA.  In 

1998, His choir will be performing in the Heritage Music Festival at the Riverside Church in 

New York City in the spring of 2009.   

Edmond Hampton is completing his first year and half as Choral Director at Pine Bluff High 

School. He is a native of Fort Smith, Arkansas and graduated high school from Southside High. 

He received his Bachelor of Science in Music Education from Arkansas State University at 

Jonesboro. He was selected as a member of the Southwest Divisional American Choral Directors 

Association Collegiate Choir held in St. Louis, Missouri in 2006, and toured with the Arkansas 

State University Concert Choir performing Mozartôs Requiem with the Krakow Opera Ensemble 

in Poland and Prague, Czech Republic in 2006. In addition to his choral activities, Mr. Hampton 

was an Arkansas State football letterman. He was captain of the wide receivers, senior leader of 

the Fighting Indians 2005-2006 Sunbelt Conference Championship, and was the first student in 

Arkansas State history to be a football player and music major. 

Dawnelle Fincher is currently in her nineteenth year of teaching choir, her seventh at 

Fayetteville High School.  Prior to arriving in Fayetteville, Dawnelle was the Vocal Music 

Director at North Pulaski High School for nine years and McClellan High School for three years.  

She earned her Bachelor of Music Education degree at the University of Central Arkansas.  She 



has served on the ArkCDA Board of Directors as All-State Audition Chair, All-State Chair, 

Senior-Section Chair, is currently the Region Chair of Northwest Arkansas and also served as 

Secretary/Treasurer for the Arkansas Chapter of ACDA. The FHS choirs consistently receive 

Division I ratings in both performance and sight-reading at Region and State Choral Performance 

Assessment.   

Matthew J. Foy, Russellville High School, NBCT, earned his degree in music education from 

the University of Central Arkansas in 1995.  He continued his education at UCA and completed 

his Masters of Music, emphasis in choral conducting, in 2000  In 2004 Mr. Foy took over as the 

high school choral director at Russellville.  During this time the choral program has grown and 

has received superior ratings at region and state choral performance assessments.  His choir won 

first place in its division at the Smokey Mountain Music Festival in 2007, and at the Heritage 

Festival of Music in New York City in 2009.  His chamber choir was selected as the high school 

guest choir for the 2009 All-State music conference. His choral students have excelled in all-

region and all-state events.  He has had students qualify for SWACDA honor choirs in Little 

Rock and St. Louis and the ACDA National honor choir in Miami.   

Professor John M. Erwin began his work with the Arkansas Chamber Singers in October 1999. 

He was raised and educated in Arkansas, earning a Bachelor of Music Education from Arkansas 

State University in 1967 where he was named Outstanding Graduate of the University. Serving 

as a Teaching Assistant to the choral director Alfred Skoog, he received his Master of Music 

Education from Arkansas State University in 1968. Studies at other institutions include A.B.D. 

for Doctor of Musical of Arts, University of Illinois, and graduate work at the University of 

Missouri-Kansas City. Erwin has also studied with Paul Hillier, Robert Shaw, Frieder Bernius, 

Harold Decker, Weston Noble, Alfred Skoog, and Howard Swan.  John Erwin is the Director of 

Choral Music at the University of Central Arkansas in Conway where he conducts the UCA 

Concert Choir and the UCA Chamber Singers. Under his direction, they each have earned 

national and international recognition for their excellence. In February 2005, the UCA Concert 

Choir performed at the national convention of the American Choral Directors Association in the 

Walt Disney Philharmonic Hall in Los Angeles. In 2004 the UCA Concert Choir was a finalist in 

the Riva del Garda International Choral competition and received two gold certificate awards in 

both secular and sacred categories. 

Terry Hicks is in his eighteenth year as head choral director for the Bentonville Public School 

System.  Terry holds a Bachelor of Music Ed. from Ithaca College, Ithaca, New York, a Master 

of Music Ed. from the University of Arkansas, and has performed with the Robert Shaw Festival 

Chorus in Carnegie Hall.  Under his direction the choirs at B.H.S. have consistently earned 

superior ratings at regional, state, and invitational festivals.  His choirs have been invited to sing 

for the State Music Convention twice, Carnegie Hall by the Weill Music Institute, the Southwest 

ACDA Convention twice, the ACDA National Convention twice, and were asked to perform for 

Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex.  The B.H.S. choirs have toured New York, Minnesota, and 

Texas participating in workshops with René Clausen, Anton Armstrong, Stan McGill, and Jerry 

McCoy.  Terry also teaches the AP Music Theory class offered at B.H.S and is the International 

Baccalaureate lead music teacher.  He was awarded the Distinguished Director Award by 

ArkCDA in 2001 and a second time in 2005.  Terry is the incoming region chairperson for the 

Northwest Region of ArkCDA, a Past President of Arkansas ACDA, and an active clinician.  



 

Rebecca Pitts is currently in her 3
rd

 year as the choral director for Clarksville High School.  In 

December of 2003 Mrs. Pitts earned her B.A.  in Vocal Music Education from Arkansas Tech 

University.   She then taught at Dardanelle High School and Middle School and then went on to 

work at Russellville Junior High from 2004 ï 2006.  Mrs. Pitts is a member of MENC and 

ACDA. 

Randy Erwin  has been the Director of Vocal music at Har-Ber High since itôs opening in 2005.  

Before Har-Ber High opened, he served as the director at Springdale High for Twenty Three 

years.  Mr. Erwin Also serves as the Fine Arts Chairmen for Har-Ber High and as the Springdale 

District Coordinator for Vocal Music.  Earning His masters of Music Education from the 

University of Arkansas and a Bachelor Of Music Education from Arkansas State University, he 

has served as the president of bother ArkCDA and the State chapter of ACDA.  Mr. Erwin has 

been selected as ñDirector of the Yearò for the state of Arkansas and serves on the Board of 

Directors for the Arkansas Choral Connections Summer Choir Camp 

 

 

 

 


